
 
 

 
 
Modern Science and 
Traditional Thought* 

 
 
Prof. C. P. Girijavallabhan 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

* Article appeared in Science India 
                                                                     Cover story, June 1999, PP-6-8 



Indian view thatitis our conscious-

ness that projects the external

world. The ancient te)c Vasisbta

Sadba says: "Dwaithadwaitha

samad bhedair Jagat nirmana

leelaya Paramatma mayee

sakthiradwataiva vijr imbh ^te" .

There is only one thing, that is

conciousness. It is this power that

becomes subject to notions of

d""liq' thereby generating the uni-

verse. These views are not only in

complete agreement with the find-

ings of quantuun physics but go far

bq'ond it.

Schrodinger goes ahead and

asserts that  there is only one

conciousness and talks about the

uniry of dl conciousness in his book

hlind and Matter.

In recent times we find thc

development of the theory of

chaos. This has putvirnrdly an end

to the linear Newtonian wodd of

direct cause-effect relationship. The

world in fact is toally nonlinear

and a linear mechanistic view of

world is only a crude approxima-

tion with limited *lidity. It has been

amply demonsuated that in a

nonlinear system any small action

has a far flung effect in time and

space. This ofcourse is the tradi-

tional Hinduview of the concepr

of Katma. Any karma or action

has an immediate effect , but it does

not stop there. Sfhen one does a

time serve analysis, one gets thc

shon term as well as the long term

effects of the action. This devel-

opmenthas caused a paradigm shift

in our thinking. The concepts of

Puryo and papa-are now regaining

their meaning. Small action can

make gre t impact in the long nrn.

It is called the battet'! ffix n rhe

theory of chaos.

This now validates scientifi-

cally the concept of dbanna which

is ation leading to sustainabiliry'.

Adbanza will certainly lead to dis-

aster in due course of time. This ,
now is a result of hard core math-

ematicd analysis using the fteory of

chaos. All these lead to the conclu-

sion that our ancient.wisdom was

never at fault.

First Computer

It was Blaise Pascal who made the first calculating machine. This machine

constructed by him rn1642was capable of adding and subtracting numbers auto-

matically using cogwheels. The credit for suggesting the idea of aprograrnmable

computer goes to Charles Babbage. Babbage died in 18?l without knowingwhether

his idea would materiali ze otnot. British engineers and physicists made Colossus

the first electronic computer in 1973. The invention of this computer was kept secret

till the end of Second World War as it was mainly used to crack the code messages of

,Germen army.
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